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RUSSIAN LANGUAGE EXAM
AND EDUCATION IN CHINA
— A COMPARISON WITH JAPANESE

Li Ling—E26
Xinjiang University School of Foreign Languages, Graduate student of Russian MTI,
China

Wang Xiao-Jun
Department of Rehabilitation, First People’s Hospital of Urumqi, Xinjiang, China

ussian is the national language of the Russian Federation and it is widely
spoken in the countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) as
well as multiple Eastern European countries. It is a language of international

communication and one of the six working languages of the United Nations.

In March 2010, the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation established
the China Russian Language Examination Center in Beijing. Twice a year, the Center
holds the national Russian language proficiency exam known as the Russian Federation
Foreign Language Ranking Test. China’s Professional Qualification (Level) Test
for Translation (CATTI) is the most authoritative test for the national professional
qualifications for translation. The CATTI exam is divided into translation and
interpretation.”” Over the past few years, the rising popularity of Russian has led to a
gradual increase in the number of schools offering Russian courses in middle schools.
Currently, there are 120 schools in the country offering Russian courses in junior and
senior high schools, with a total of 23,000 students. The number of Russians in the
National Matriculation Examination (NME) has also increased yearly. In 2020, the
number of Russians in the NME reached 10,000 (Hao Xin, 2020).

26 E-mail: 569661445@qq.com
27 Note. CATTI Integrated Service Platform SERETE. hitp:/fwww.catticenter.com.
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Li Ling-E and Wang Xiao-Jun

In this study, we statistically analyzed the general status of the Russian language
in the NME and Russian translation qualification examination (CATTI) in recent
years. We compared the obtained data with statistics on the Japanese examination and
formulated suggestions for future development and popularization of Russian language

education and the cultivation of Russian sports professionals.

Method

We used CNKIand doc88.com as the network search tools, entering Russian examination
and education as keywords. We consulted 10 core journal articles and related books.
The IBM SSPS22 statistical software was used to analyze the training and demand of
Russian talents and statistically comb the 2017-2018 basic data on Russian (NME) and
2019 Russian translation qualification examination (CATTI) in recent years. These

data were statistically compared with data on Japanese examination.

Results

Comparison of the Number of Russian Candidates and the Number of Japanese
Candidates in the National Matriculation Examination (NME)

In China, the National Matriculation Examination (NME) foreign language subjects
include English, Japanese, Russian, German, French, and Spanish — a total of six
languages. In July 2017, the number of NME applicants was 9.4 million, and the
number of Russian candidates was 8,768 [3], accounting for 0.093 % of the total
number of NME applicants. The number of Japanese language examinees was 16,000,
accounting for 0.17 % of the total. In 2017, the number of Russian candidates amounted
to only 54.8 % of the number of Japanese candidates. In July 2018, the number of
NME applicants was 9.75 million and the number of Russian candidates was 10,599,
accounting for 0.11 % of the total number of NME applicants. There were 23,538
Japanese examinees, accounting for 0.24 % of the total number of individuals who
applied for the NME. In 2018, the number of Russian candidates amounted to only

45% of Japanese candidates (as shown in Figure 1).
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Figure 1. 7he Number of People Choosing Russian and Japanese at the NME
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Comparison of the Number of CATTI Candidates Taking
Russian Tests and Japanese Tests in 2019

Among the CATTI candidates for Russian translation qualifications in 2019, 477
people took the second-level test of Russian interpretation and 1,957 people took the
second-level test of Russian translation. On the other hand, 934 people participated in
the second-level test of Japanese interpretation and 2,899 students took the second-level
test of Japanese translation. As shown in Figure 2, the number of people who took the
second-level test of Russian interpretation amounted to 51% of the number of people
who took the Japanese test and the number of people who took the second-level test of
Russian translation amounted to 67.5% of the number of people who took the Japanese

test (as shown in Figure 2).

Figure 2. The Number of CATTI Translators in 2019: Russian and Japanese
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B Oral interpretation = Written translation
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Comparison of Pass Rates Between CATTI Candidates for Russian and Japanese
in the 2019 Translator Qualification Test

Among 1,957 candidates for the 2019 CATTT Russian translation qualification test,
286 passed the test, with a pass rate of 20.7%. Among 477 candidates for the second
level of Russian interpreting, 64 passed the test, with a pass rate of 17.3%. Among
2,899 candidates for the second level of Japanese translation, 171 passed the test, with a
pass rate of 7.86%. Out of 934 candidates for the second level of Japanese interpreting,
89 passed the test, with an initial pass rate of 11.1%. As shown in Table 1, after the
statistical Chi-square test, the pass rate on the Russian translation level 2 test was
significantly higher than the pass rate on the Japanese test. Furthermore, there was a

significant difference between the two groups, p <0.001 (as shown in Table 1).

Table 1. Comparison of the Pass Rates on the CATTI Russian and Japanese Tests

in the 2019 Translation Qualification Examination

CATTI written translation level IT CATTI oral interpretation level IT
Numbers of  Qualified  Percent of Numbers of Qualified  Percent of
Examiners persons pass Examiners persons pass
Russian 1957 286 20.7% 447 64 17.3%
Japanes 2899 17 7.86% 934 89 11.1%
P value P <0.001 P=0.18

Discussion and Conclusion

In this study, we found that in 2017 and 2018, fewer students took the NME in Russian
in comparison to Japanese. In order for more high school graduates to choose Russian
exams in the college entrance examination, it is necessary to increase the number of
Russian teaching courses in high schools, equip high school Russian teachers, and
cultivate student interest in learning Russian in middle school (Yong, 2021). According
to the results of our research, in the CATTI test in 2019, the number of people passing
the Russian test was higher than the number of candidates that passed the Japanese

test. In the future, we need to strengthen the publicity of the CATTI as the most
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RUSSIAN LANGUAGE EXAM AND EDUCATION IN CHINA - A COMPARISON WITH JAPANESE

authoritative translation qualification examination in China. Cultural and business
exchanges between China and Russia have been increasing. This increase should be
accompanied by a greater number of Russian teaching courses in middle schools, the
stimulation of student interest in Russian, an expansion in Russian teaching research
at universities, and the cultivation of talents who understand Russian and Russian

translators.

Keywords: the Russian language, language teaching courses, the Japanese language,
the CATTI exam, the National Matriculation Examination (NME).
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