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Conference Program

CONTEMPORARY POPULISM AND ITS POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES:

DISCOURSES AND PRACTICIES IN CENTRAL 

AND SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE

Belgrade, 12-13 December 2019

Faculty of Philosophy University of Belgrade
Center for Cooperation with the EU

Populism in Central-Eastern Europe and South-Eastern Europe has been framed 
through theoretical ideas and expectations based on West European experience. 
However, the region’s experience of populist politics has diverged from that of 
Western Europe in important ways. In older West European democracies, the most 
typical vehicle for populism are, for the moment, new or previously marginal il-
liberal challenger parties which confront an essentially liberal, non-populist main-
stream. In Central-Eastern Europe and South-Eastern Europe, it is the “mainstream” 
which is or has become populist. Therefore, it is important to elaborate which of 
these universal indicators of populism can be applied to the countries of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe and Western Balkans, and what kind of particularities will 
crystallize as a consequence of the socialist background. The main aim of the con-
ference is to gather scholars that are researching diff erent aspects and manifesta-
tions of populism in the region.

This conference is organized in the framework of POPREBEL project, which 
has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and inno-
vation programme under grant agreement No 822682
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Thursday, December 12th, 2019

University of Belgrade, Studentski Trg 1 room 16 (Sessions A1, A2)

11:30-12:00 Registration of the participants

12:00-13:00 Conference opening

12:00-12:15 Haris Dajč 
Faculty of Philosophy University of Belgrade, Scientist-in-Charge 
Populist rebellion against modernity in 21st century Eastern Europe

12:15-12:30 Nikola Samardžić 
Faculty of Philosophy University of Belgrade

 Keynote speaker 

12:35-13:00 Ljubomir Madžar

Faculty of Economics, University of Belgrade

13:00-14:00 Coff ee and snacks break

14:00-15:00 Session A1: Populism beyond borders

Chair A1: Jarić Isidora 

14:00-14:15 Zbytniewska Karolina: Eastern Promises of Populism

14:15-14:30 Mesarovich Alexander: Between a Rock and a Hard Place: 

Strategies of Political Cooperation in Populist World

14:30-14:45 Weisner Aleksandar: Captured State or Poisoned Society

14:45-15:00 Discussion Session A1

15:15-16:15 Session A2: Historical roots of Contemporary Populism Chair 

A2: Weisner Aleksandar

15:15-15:30 Bešlin Milivoj and Žarković Petar: Continuities of Populism in 

Serbia: 19th-21st centuries

15:30-15:45 Dajč Haris, Jovanović Ajzenhamer Nataša, Pantelić Nikola: Socialist 

Party of Serbia: the populist chameleon

15:45-16:00 Orzechowska-Wacawska Joanna: The Winning Story: The analysis 

of Electoral Campaigns of United Right in 2015 and 2019 Elections in Poland 

16:00-16:15 Filipović Luka: Social and cultural structures behind Eastern 

nationalism as the defi ning factor of the unique characteristics of Eastern 

populism

16:15-16:30 Discussion Session A2
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Friday, December 13th, 2019

University of Belgrade, Studentski Trg 1 rooms 8 (Sessions C1, C2, C3, C4) 

and 16 (Sessions B1, B2)

9:15-10:45 Session B1: Metamorphosis or Creation of New Political Parties

Chair B1: Vasiljević Maja

9:15-9:30 Nikola Venkov, Discourse circulation, access to political discourse 

and the retreat of illiberal values in Bulgaria

9:30-9:45 Volk Sabine: Eastern German Right-Wing Populism as a Symptom of 

“Delayed Transformational Fatigue” in Eastern and Central Europe

9:45-10:00 Kurtović Amer: BIH Political Parties’ EU Discourses in a Time of 

Populist Euroscepticism: An Analysis of their Performative Structure

10:00-10:15 Chiruta Ionut: Challenging the Rule of Law in Romania: the 

Metamorphosis of Political Discourses towards Populism as Last Resort

10.15-10.45 Discussion Session B1

10:45-11:15 Coff ee break 

11:15 - 12:15 Session B2: Enemy at the Gate

Chair B2: Jovanović Ajzenhamer Nataša

11:15-11.30 Đorđević Aleksandra: Migrants on the Road to Nowhere and 

Public Opinion in Serbia

11:30-11:45 Thevenin Elodie: Anti-Migration Populist Discourse in the Polish 

Parliament: What Future for Europe?

11:45- 12:00 Jovanović Teodora: The Argument about Cultural (In)

Compatibility in Far-right Populist Discourse: Constructing the Figure of a 

“Migrant”

12:00-12:15 Discussion Session B2

9:30-10:45 Session C1: Populist Answer to Contemporary Political 

Challenges Chair C1: Radonjić Ognjen

9:30-9:45 Styczyńska Natasza: Populist Euroscepticism in Poland – defi ning 

the main research areas

9:45-10:00 Petrović Nikola: Historical Grievances and Contemporary Populism: 

“Western Betrayal” Euroscepticism in Central and Southeastern Europe
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10.00-10.15 Sadecki Andrzej: Fighting the Foreign Elites – the Populist 

Rewriting of the Memory of 1848 and 1956 Revolutions in Orban’s Hungary

10:15-10:30 Krtolica Marko: The Particularities of Populism in Macedonian 

Society – Past, Present and Future Tendencies

10:30-10:45 Discussion Session C1

10:45-11:15 Coff ee break 

11:15-12:45 Session C2: Negotiating Gender in Populist Times

Chair C2: Sadecka Agnieszka 

11:15-11:30 Galić Branka: Some Sociological Elements of Contemporary 

Misogyny, Cleric-fascism and Neoconservative Politics in Populist 

Movements of Croatian Society

11:15-11.30 Tatjana Rosić Ilić: Populism and the Culture of Resistance in 

Serbia: Gender Regime as indicator of the Resistance and Its Mimicry

11:30-11.45 Jarić Isidora, Krek Maja and Gajić Nikola: Populist Rebellion against 

Feminism: The Rise of Masculinist Activism in Serbia

11:45-12:00 Dekić Slobodanka: Negotiating Family in Populist Time: Family 

Politics and LGBTIQ Organizations in Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and 

Croatia

12:00-12:15 Radulović Mladen: Educational Attainment and Acceptance of 

Patriarchal Values: Comparative Study

12:15-12:30 Yermakova Olena: Homophobia as an Element of Contemporary 

Populist Discourse in Poland

12:30-12:45 Discussion Session C2

12:45-13.30 Coff ee and snacks break

13:30- 14:45 Session C3: Culture: Elites Vs People

Chair C3: Radulović Mladen

13:30-13:45 Sadecka Agnieszka and Piekarska-Duraj Ucja: The Curse of/on the 

Clergy: Backlash against the Catholic Church in Poland post-2015 

13:45-14:00 Vasiljević Maja and Dajč Haris: Serbian Orthodox Church 

Comeback since 1980s: Dialogue with Rogers Brubaker

14:00-14:15 Hill Caroline: “Gay Propaganda” and Russia’s Survival: Orthodox 

Framing of LGBT Rights

14:15-14:30 Vesić Ivana and Peno Vesna: The Revitalization and Construction 

of the Distant Past in the SFR Yugoslavia of the 1980s: The Case of Serbian 

Cultural Spheres

14:30-14:45 Discussion C3
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15:00-16:15 Session C4: Populism and its Impact on State

Chair C4: Styczyńska Natasza

15:00-15:15 Radonjić Ognjen and Kotorchevikj Rosana Antoni: Theories on the 

Roots of the EU and Western Balkans Rise of Populism

15:15-15:30 Cem Mert Dalli: Exploring Determinants of Welfare State 

Development in Post-Communist States: A Quantitative Comparative 

Analysis

15:30-15:45 Lenik Paulina: What Orbanomics means for Hungary: Fidesz’s 

Policy Making since 2010

15:45-16.00 Tmušić Marko: Populism and its Implications on Economic Growth 

Model in Serbia: What have We Learned So Far?

16:00-16:15 Discussion C4

16:15-17:30 Session C5: New Media and Populism

Chair C5: Haris Dajč

16:15-16:30 Jarić Isidora and Balaban Danica: Instrumentalization of Unnamed 

Sources as a Method of Political Defamation

16:30-16:45 Ninković Vladimir: Securitization of the Migration Crisis in Serbian 

New Media 

16:45-17:00 Simone Neads: How Systemic Problems in Digital Media are 

Breeding Radicalism: A Case Study of Jaromir Balda, 71

17:00-17:15 Csáki-Hatalovics Gyla Bálays and Molnár Péter: Balance in the 

Force? Social Media as a Tool and Counterweight of Populism

17:15-17:30 Discussion Session C5

17:45-18:30 Final Discussion

18:30 Conference closing

Saturday 14th December

11:30 - 13:30 Belgrade walking tour: From Roman time until Post-socialism 

Meeting in the front of the University of Belgrade, Studentski Trg 1
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Mladen Radulović*

Institute for Educational Research, Belgrade

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT AND ACCEPTANCE 

OF PATRIARCHAL VALUES: COMPARATIVE STUDY**

Abstract: Most research show that high educational attainment is associated 
with liberal attitudes on a number of issues including gender roles. Bearing this in 
mind, whether correlation between educational level and one specifi c set of values 
concerning gender roles (patriarchal values) diff ers between diff erent (more or less 
patriarchal) cultural settings is tested in this paper. In order to answer this question 
data gathered in 59 countries as part of the World Value Survey (Wave 6, 2010-
2014) was used. Composite scale (α=.737), similar to the one used by Alexander and 
Welzel (2011), was created to measure patriarchal values and it included answers on 
8 Likert type questions. Countries were ranked by score on this scale and 5 European 
countries with the highest acceptance of patriarchal values (Estonia, Belarus, Russia, 
Ukraine, Turkey) were compared to 5 European countries with the lowest acceptance 
of these values (Germany, Netherlands, Spain, Slovenia, Sweden). Results show that 
there is a weak correlation between educational attainment and patriarchal values 
in the most “patriarchal countries” (rs=-.161, sig.=.000) and a moderate correlation 
in the least “patriarchal countries” (rs=-.327, sig.=.000). Based on Fisher r-to-z 
transformation we can claim that this diff erence is signifi cant (Z=9.965, p=.000) 
and conclude that the correlation between educational attainment and patriarchal 
values is stronger among people in less patriarchal countries. Though Serbia did not 
participate in this cycle of survey, based on available data from previous cycle (2005-
2009), Serbia would be mid-ranked among European countries with relatively low 
correlation between educational attainment and acceptance of patriarchal values. 
Bearing in mind results of this study, it could be assumed that only with change of 
global cultural context in this country, education could become more closely related 
to abandonment of patriarchal values.

Key words: education, patriarchy, values, comparative study.

* mradulovic@ipi.ac.rs 
**  Paper is the result of the projects “From encouraging initiative, cooperation and creativity in edu-

cation to new roles and identities in society” (No. 179034) and “Improving the quality and ac-
cessibility of education in modernization processes in Serbia” (No. 47008), which are fi nancially 
supported by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development of the Republic 
of Serbia (2011–2019).
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Biography: Mladen Radulović, PhD, is a research assistant at the Institute 
for Educational Research. During PhD studies (2013-2019) he was engaged in 
teaching at Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade. His main fi eld of inter-
est is sociology of education, especially topics such as educational aspirations of 
pupils and eff ect of cultural capital on educational practices.
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