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ORTHOGRAPHIC NORMS IN HIGHSCHOOL PRACTICE

Abst rac t  
Linguistic literacy is one of the most prominent aims of the educational pro-
cess. Through curricular activities of the subject Serbian language, which 
are almost identical for comprehensive and vocational secondary schools, 

students acquire normative rules of the standard Serbian language. Orthography teaching 
is based on orthographic norms and holds a special place in the Serbian language cur-
ricula. In this article, we will try to answer the question to what extent the students of the 
final years of comprehensive and vocational schools respect and apply orthographic rules. 
The research was conducted during 2010/11 academic year and included 583 students of 
the third and fourth years of comprehensive and vocational schools in Belgrade, Novi Sad, 
Jagodina and Kru�evac. During their regular classes, the students filled in a question-
naire containing relevant questions on orthography, adapted for their age. The questions 
covered the following orthography areas: scripture, capitalization, sound changes and 
relations between sounds, junctures and separately written words, and punctuation. The 
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results show that not a single student answered all questions without deviating from the 
norm at least once. Also, the results indicate that the students are the least familiar with the 
norms regarding joined or separately written words, and that capitalization and punctua-
tion rules are most frequently obeyed.

Keywords: Serbian language teaching, orthographic rules, students, high school.
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