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TEACHER CHARACTERISTICS AND STEREOTYPES 
ABOUT YOUNGER ADOLESCENTS

Abst rac t  
Psychological theories, which label adolescence as a pronounced problem-
atic and critical period influenced by biological maturation, resulted in a 
stereotype, equally accepted among teachers and lay persons, which views 

adolescence as a period of ��tumult and stress��. Numerous research results confirm the im-
portance of stereotypical convictions for teacher - student relations, social behaviour and 
educational outcomes. The aim of our research was to determine whether particular fea-
tures of the teacher (gender, the length of work experience, the teaching subject) have any 
impact on the teachers� stereotypes about younger adolescents. The sample included 193 
teachers who teach the seventh-graders in ten elementary schools in Belgrade. The results 
show that, among the respondents, there are no gender differences regarding stereotypes 
about adolescence. The teachers with longer work experience with younger adolescents 
have less pronounced stereotypes about the adolescent period, i.e. experience may be the 
factor which modifies stereotypes. The teachers of social sciences have more pronounced 
stereotypes about younger adolescents than the teachers of natural sciences.

Keywords: stereotypes, gender, work experience, teaching subject, teachers, 
adolescents, elementary school.
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84

. , . , . 

     
 

 
 ,       

   ,    
,       -

     �   �.    -
      ,     -
 ,      .  

    ,     
 ( ,  ,  ,  )   

   .     193 
,          -

.    ,       
    .    -

     -      
, . .   .  ,  -

     ,    
 .

 : , ,  ,  , 
, ,  .

        
      : ( )     

        ; ( ) 
         

    (Coleman, 1978; Coleman & Hendry 1990; 
Vranje�evi , 2001).        

          
          

        �  
 �.      �   �,   

       ,  -
  ,     ,     

      ,     
  (Arnett, 1999).      

        -
       

(Steinberg & Morris, 2001). ,       
           

     a   (Karpov, 2005). 
,        -

   � � ,   -



85

      

 (Petersen, 1988),          
    (Buchanan et al., 1992; Smetana, 

Campione-Barr & Metzger, 2006). 
       , 

   ,      �  -
�            
   (Schneider, 2005).       

  � �  ,    -
         (Buchanan et 

al., 1992; Laurson et al., 1998; Arnett, 1999).  (Bandura, 2006)  
        -

          e .   
           -

        .   -
       

       �   �  
 ,         

   (Bandura, 1964; Petersen, 1988; Bandura 2006).  
        ,    

          
    ,      

   (Vranje�evi , 2004).
   (Stevens et al., 2007)    

          
,    :  (Erikson, 

1965), -  (Piaget, 1973),  (Giroux & MacLaren, 
1982)   (Kenway & Bullen, 2001).   

     , ,   
    ,     

  .           
   , �  �    

    �  �.      
    ,    -

   ,    .   
 (Stevens et al., 2007)   -   

        
   ,      , 

 , ,    . 
         

,           -



86

. , . , . 

  .      ,  
    ,         -

 /     ,    . 
       ,   . 

           
    � �     . 

         -
,   .     , 

      .  
            

  � �,   . ,      
        

    ,        
         -

    .      
         a 

   .
      �   -

�           
.         

   -    /
 ,      -

  (Seginer & Somech, 2000; Hines & Pulson, 2006).  
         

         -
       � �, 

� �  � �.     -
          , 

         
,         

   (  ,   ) (Letendre 
& Akiba, 2001).        

      , ,  
       (Buchanan & 

Holmbeck, 1998; Jacobs et al., 2005). ,      
           -

  , ,     
 (Stevens et al., 2007; eri , 2009).

  , ,       
     : ( )   -



87

      

   (  ,   
    , � �  ); ( ) -

   ( ,  , , -
   ); ( )      
     (Opa i  i Vujadinovi , 2005). 

       -
          -
    . ,     

 ,          
         
 . 

 

  �  o �    -
     , ,    -

.         
        

         
  �   � ( eri , 2009).     -

        (Buchanan et al., 
1990; Hines & Paulson, 2006).       

           
         

. ,      -
     ,    -

 ,  , ,   
 ,   ,  -

  ,      (Eccles,1988; Buchanan 
et al., 1990; Fennema et al., 1990; Buchanan & Holmbeck, 1998; Andre et al., 
1999; Greene et al., 1999; Forgazs et al., 1999; Seginer & Somech, 2000; Keller, 
2001; Kenealy et al., 2001; Forgazs et al., 2004; Jacobs et al., 2005; Jusssim & 
Harber, 2005; Hines & Pulson, 2006; eri , 2009). 

,    .    -
           

   .       
 ,  ,  , ,  

  (Schneider, 2005).         
    ,    ,    

    ,      
  . ,   : ( )   



88

. , . , . 

            
    ; ( )      

         
 .          

      . 
           

        
    .        

         -
  (Buchanan et al., 1990); ( )      

         
. -

           
    ,       

     . 
,    .    

 , -  ,   
   .     -

 (Buchanan & Holmbeck, 1998)       
  (�Measuring beliefs about adolescent personality and 

behavior�)           
   .    -

       ,   
        

 (�category-based beliefs�)      -
 (�stress storm scale�),      (  58) 

     � � .
   (     -

  ,          
 )         

          
.        -

    ,    
        

.        -
 (Spearman-Brown-Kuder-Richardson-Guttman-Cronbach, ALFA)   

    (Momirovi ,   -
, BETA 6; Momirovi -Knezevi -Radovi , MI1; Lord-Kaiser-Caffrey, BET ). 

         
   ( eri , 2009).    -



89

      

    ,      
     (�category-based beliefs�)   

    (�stress storm scale�),    -
  (  58)       

. 
 .      -

      2008. .   193 -
     (81%   19% ) 

       ,  /   
. 

 

   .     
           -

           98  -
 (Canary & Hause, 1993; Vogel et al., 2003). ,   -
         (Brophy, 1985). 

,           
    ,    

      .  , 
            

    (Canary & Emmers-Sommer, 1997). 
     ,    ,  

           
        (Buchanan 

et al., 1990; Holmbeck & Hill, 1988; Buchanan & Holmbeck, 1998). , 
   ,    ,      -

            
  (Buchanan, 2003). 

         
          

     .   -
      (t=-2.27; df=192; Sig=0.05) 

    � �,      
         

.        
  ,       -

            
.           

             



90

. , . , . 

           
   .      -

   ,    ,     
          .  

(Singer, 1996) ,    446 ,       
   ,    

            
. 

          -
         -

     .  ,   
. 

      , -
         

  .      -
         

  ,    , , ,  
      (Stangor & Schaller, 1996). 

          
        -

         . 
    .    -

     ,       
   ,       

    (  ,  -
).       ,  

            
         

 .       
          -

 , ,      
   (Buchanan & Holmbeck, 1998; Arnett, 1999; Jacobs 

et al., 2005; eri , 2009).         
          

,          -
   (Eccles et al., 1991; Buchanan & Holmbeck, 1998).

       -
          

       ,    
      .   



91

      

        
       

(            
 ).      -

       � �  � � 
(  1).          

        -
,    ,      , 

, , ,      .

 1.     � �  � �  
    

r df Sig

-0.178 190 0.05

-0.2 190 0.01

        
        -

     (Buchanan et al., 1990).  
         

,      . 
  ,     ,   

  . ,       
         

 � �  � �,      -
.           

    ,         
 .       , 

            
  .        

  �  �       
      .    

         
 ,           

.          -
   ,  ,    

        
.  ,       

,     ,    -



92

. , . , . 

     .    
       .   ,  
    ,        

 � �   � � ,    ,  
   ,       
    .      

  .  /     -
         ,   

         -
  � �  .    

          -
 ,  ,   , 

          .  
 � �        

    (Krnjaji , 2002).      
           

        
     .    , 

     ,     ,   , 
     (Havelka, 1992; Schneider, 2005).

     .  -
           -

.          
   .        
:      ,  , , 

,     .    
       -   -
  (  1).      

         
      .

         
   0.01      �   

 �, �      �, � -
 �, � �  � � (    
: t = -2,71; df = 190; p < 0,01;      

: t = -2,23; df = 190; p < 0,05;  : t = -3,53; df 
= 190; p < 0,01; : t = -2,86; df = 190; p < 0,01; : t = 
-2,63; df = 190; p < 0,01).        

          -
    .     



93

      

         
  ,   , , �   �,    ,  
       ,     
        -

        .    
          ,  
          

      ,          
           

�  �     . 

 1.         
    

            
  .    

           -
 �    �, �  �  � -

 � (  2). 
    �    �,  
         

       .   �  
�        -

    (AS=3.91 i AS=3.95),      
          



94

. , . , . 

  (AS=3.39).  �  �    
     (AS=3.56)   
          

    (AS=3.03 i AS=2.98),      
          .

 2.          

F df1 df2 Sig

   5.14 5 186 0.01

 4.79 5 181 0.01

 4.2 5 186 0.01

     �  � 
         

 . ,       -
 (AS=4.5 i AS=4.52)        . 

        -
 (AS=4.1).        

             -
.    ,     
 ,      ,  

  ,       
  �    �, �  � 

 �  �.       -
      ,      

  ,      ,   
        ,    

       -
    , , , , 

     . ,    
 ,        

    (7,8%).       
   ,   ,  -

     .    
         

 ,       ,    
  ,         

 ,   ,        
.        -



95

      

        ,      
     ,  ,  

,     .

     ,     -
         

        -
.          

        . 
        -

 ,            
       .   

          
   ,        
 .       

    ,    , 
     , , -

   ,      . 
         

          
.         

    ,   , , �   �,    
,         ,    

         
        . 
        

          
           

  .        
  �   �,      

,           
 (Buchanan & Holmbeck, 1998).       

        
       ,    

  . ,       
           

,         ,  -
 ,   ,     

      ( eri  i Studen, 2006). 



96

. , . , . 

     ,  /  -
       ,    , 

  ,           
    .

.       �   
, ,         

  ( . 179034)  �      
   � ( . 47008),    

     (2011-2014).

Andre, T., M. Whigham, M., A. Hendrickson & S. Chambers (1999): Competency beliefs, positive 
affect and gender stereotypes of elementary students and their parents about science 
versus other school subjects, Journal of Research in Science Teaching, Vol. 36, No. 6, 
719-747. 

Arnett, J. J. (1999): Adolescent storm and stress reconsidered, American Psychologist, Vol. 54, No. 
5, 317-326.

Bandura, A. (1964): The stormy decade: fact or fiction, Psychology in School, Vol. 1, No. 3, 224-
231.

Bandura, A. (2006): Adolescent development from an agentic perspective; in F. Pajares & T. Urdan 
(eds.): Self-efficacy beliefs of adolescents (1-43). Greenvich, CT: Age Publishing.

Brophy, J. (1985): Interactions of male and female students with male and female teachers; in L.C. 
Willinson & B. Marrett (eds.): Gender influences in classroom interaction (115-43). 
New York: Academic Press.

Buchanan, C.M., J. C. Eccles, C. Flanagan, C. Midgley, H. Feldlaufer & R. D. Harold (1990): 
Parents� and teachers� beliefs about adolescents: effects of sex and experience. Journal 
of Youth and Adolescence, Vol. 19, No. 4, 363-394.

Buchanan, C. M., J. C. Eccles & J. B. Becker (1992): Are adolescents the victims of raging 
hormones: evidence for activational effects of hormones on moods and behavior at 
adolescence, Psychological Bulletin, Vol. 111, No. 1, 62-107.

Buchanan, C. M. & G. N. Holmbeck (1998): Measuring beliefs about adolescent personality and 
behavior, Journal of Youth and Adolescence, Vol. 27, No. 6, 602-627.

Canary, D. J. & T. M. Emmers-Sommer (1997): Sex and gender differences in personal 
relationships. NewYork: Guilford Press.

Canary, D. J. & K. S. Hause (1993): Is there any reason to research sex differences in 
communication? Communication Quarterly, Vol. 41, 129-144.

Coleman, J. C. & L. Hendry (1990): The nature of adolescence. London: Routledge.

Coleman, J. C. (1978): Current contradictions in adolescent theory, Journal of Youth and 
Adolescence, Vol. 7, No. 1, 1-11.

Columbia Encyclopedia (2001). Retrieved June 23, 2006 from the World Wide Web http://www.
bartleby.com

Cortes, C. E. (2000): The children are watching: how the media teach about diversity. New York: 
Teachers College Press. 



97

      

eri , I. i Studen, R. (2006): Stereotipi u medijima i medijsko opismenjavanje mladih. Zbornik 
Instituta za pedago�ka istra�ivanja, Vol. 38, No. 2, 456-471. 

eri , I. (2009): Sadr�aj stereotipa nastavnika o adolescentima. Zbornik Instituta za pedago�ka 
istra�ivanja, Vol. 41, No. 1, 131-146. 

Eccles, J. S. & C. Midgley (1988): Stage/environment fit: developmentally appropriate classrooms 
for young adolescents; in R.E. Ames & C. Ames (eds.): Research on motivation in 
education (139-186). New York: Academic Press. 

Eccles, J. C., Buchanan, C. M., Flanagan, C., Fuligni, A., Midgley, C., & Yee, D. (1991): Control 
versus autonomy during early adolescence, Journal of Social Issue, Vol. 47, No. 4, 55-68. 

Eccles, J. S., C. A. Wong & S. C. Peck (2006): Ethnicity as a social context for the development of 
African American adolescents, Journal of School Psychology, Vol. 44, No. 5, 407-426.

Fennema, E. P. L. Peterson, T. P. Carpenter, C. A. Lubinski (1990): Teachers� attributions and 
beliefs about girls, boys and mathematics, Educational Studies in Mathematics, Vol. 
21, No. 1, 55-69. 

Forgazs, H. J., G. C. Leder & P. Gardner (1999): The Fennema-Sherman mathematics as a male 
domain scale reexamined, Journal for Research in Mathematics Education, Vol. 30, 
No. 3, 342-348.

Forgazs, H. J., G. C. Leder & P. Kloosterman (2004): New perspectives on the gender stereotyping 
of mathematics, Mathematical Thinking and Learning, Vol. 6, No. 4, 389-240.

Greene, B. A., T. K. DeBacker, B. Ravindran & A. J. Krows (1999): Goals, values and beliefs as 
predictors of achievement and effort in high school mathematics clasess, Sex Roles, 
Vol. 40, No. 5-6, 421-458.

Havelka, N. (1992): Socijalna percepcija. Beograd: Zavod za ud�benike i nastavna sredstva.

Hines, A. R., & S. E. Paulson (2006): Parents� and teachers� perceptions of adolescent storm and 
stress: relations with parenting and teaching styles, Adolescence, Vol. 41, No. 164, 597-
614.

Holmbeck, G. N. & J. P. Hill (1988): Storm and stress beliefs about adolescence: prevalence, self-
reported antecedents and effects of an undergraduate course. Journal of Youth and 
Adolescence, Vol. 17, No. 4, 285-306.

Jacobs, J. E., C. S. Chin & K. Shaver (2005): Longitudinal links between perceptions of 
adolescence and the social beliefs of adolescents: are parents� stereotypes related to 
beliefs held about and by their children. Journal of Youth and Adolescence, Vol. 34, 
No. 2, 61-72.

Jussim, L. & K. D. Harber (2005): Teacher expectations and self-fulfilling prophecies: knowns and 
unknowns, resolved and unresolved controversies, Personality and Social Psychology 
Review, Vol. 9, No. 2, 131-155.

Karpov, Y. V. (2005): The neo-vygotskian approach to child development. New York: Cambridge 
University Press.

Keller, C. (2001): Effect of teachers� stereotyping on students� of mathematics as a male domain, 
Journal of Social Psychology, Vol. 14, No. 2, 165-173.

Kenealy, P., N. Frude & W. Shaw (2001): Influence of children�s physical attractiveness on teacher 
expectations, The Journal of Social Psychology, Vol. 128, No. 3, 373-383.

Krnjaji , S. (2002): Socijalni odnosi i obrazovanje. Beograd: Institut za pedago�ka istra�ivanja.



98

. , . , . 

Letendre, G. K. & M. Akiba (2001): Teacher beliefs about adolescent development: cultural and 
organizational impacts on japanese and US middle school teachers� beliefs, Compare: 
a Journal of Comparative Education, Vol. 31, No. 2, 187-203.

Opa i , G. i B. Vujadinovi  (2005): Etni ke distance i etni ki stereotipi kao faktor odluke o 
povratku; u G. Opa i  i B. Vujadinovi  (ur.): �ivot u posleratnim zajednicama (116-
143). Beograd: IAN.

Petersen, A. (1988): Adolescent development, Annual Review of Psychology, Vol. 39, 583-607.

Schneider, J. D. (2005): The psychology of stereotyping. New York: Guilford Press.

Seginer, R. & A. Somech (2000): In the eyes of the beholder: how adolescents, teachers and school 
counselors construct adolescent images, Social Psychology of Education, Vol. 4, No. 
2, 139-157.

Smetena, J. G., N. Campione-Barr & A. Metzger (2006): Adolescent development in interpersonal 
and societal contexts, Annual Review of Psychology, Vol. 57, 255-284.

Stangor, C., & M. Schaller (1996): Stereotypes as individual and collective representations; in C.N. 
Macrae, C. Stangor & M. Hewstone (eds.): Stereotypes and stereotyping (3-37). New 
York: Guilford Press. 

Steinberg, L. & A. S. Morris (2001): Adolescent development, Annual Review of Psychology, Vol. 
52, 83-110.

Stevenes, L. P., L. Hunter, D. L. Pendergast, V. Carrington, N. Bahr, C. Kapitzke & J. Mithchell 
(2007): Reconceptualizing the possible narratives of adolescence, Australian 
Educational Researcher, Vol. 34, No. 2, 107-128.

Vogel, D. L., S. R. Wester, M. Heesacker & S. Madon (2003): Confirming gender stereotypes: a 
social role perspective, Sex Roles, Vol. 48, No. 11-12, 519-528.

Vranje�evi , J. (2001): Promena slike o sebi: autoportret adolescencije. Beograd: Zadu�bina 
Andrejevi .

Vranje�evi , J. (2004): Participacija i razvoj u adolescenciji, Pedagogija, Br. 1, 60-67.

  :
  ,  

   , 
 11/III

idjeric@rcub.bg.ac.rs

  ,  
   , 
 11/III

rdjevic@rcub.bg.ac.rs

  ,  
   , 
 11/III

ngutvajn@rcub.bg.ac.rs


