Institute for Educational Research, Belgrade, Serbia

29 Tnternational Scientific Conference

“Educational Research and School Practice”

TOWARDS A MORE
EQUITABLE EDUCATION:
FROM RESEARCH TO CHANGE

BOOK OF PROCEEDINGS

Editors
Mladen RADULOVIC
Marija TRAJKOVIC

December 15¢, 2023
Faculty of Philosophy, Belgrade



PROGRAM BOARD

Chairman of the Program Board

Mladen Radulovié, PhD, Research Associate, Institute for Educational
Research, Belgrade, Serbia

Members

* Jovan Miljkovi¢, PhD, Associate Professor, Faculty of Philosophy,
University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia

e Zorica Saljié, PhD, Associate Professor, Faculty of Philosophy, University
of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia

* Vera Spasenovié, PhD, Full Professor, Faculty of Philosophy, University of
Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia

* Isidora Jarié, PhD, Full Professor, Faculty of Philosophy, University of
Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia

e Tina Stemberger, PhD, Associate Professor, Faculty of Education,
University of Primorska, Koper, Slovenia

* Silva Bratoz, PhD, Associate Professor, Faculty of Education, University of
Primorska, Koper, Slovenia

* Sergey Ivanovi¢ Kudinov, PhD, Full Professor, Faculty of Philology, The
Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia, RUDN University, Moscow, the
Russian Federation

* Olga Borisovna Mikhailova, PhD, Associate Professor, Faculty of
Philology, The Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia, RUDN University,
Moscow, the Russian Federation

* Nebojsa Macanovié, PhD, Associate Professor, Faculty of Political Science,
University of Banja Luka, Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina

* Branislava Baranovié, PhD, Senior Scientist, Institute for Social Research,
Zagreb, Croatia

* Suzana Simonovska, PhD, Full Professor, Faculty of Philosophy, Ss. Cyril
and Methodius University, Skopje, North Macedonia



* Tatjana Novovié, PhD, Full Professor, Faculty of Philosophy, University of
Montenegro, Niksi¢, Montenegro

o Akos Bocskor, PhD, Postdoctoral Researcher, Institute of Sociology, Czech
Academy of Sciences, Prague, Czech Republic

* Milja Vujacié, PhD, Senior Research Associate, Institute for Educational
Research, Belgrade, Serbia

* Rajka Devi¢é, PhD, Research Associate, Institute for Educational Research,
Belgrade, Serbia

* Nikoleta Gutvajn, PhD, Senior Research Associate, Institute for Educational
Research, Belgrade, Serbia

e JIvana Derié, PhD, Senior Research Associate, Institute for Educational
Research, Belgrade, Serbia

* Marina Kovacevi¢ Lepojevié, PhD, Research Associate, Institute for
Educational Research, Belgrade, Serbia

* Dragana Gundogan, PhD, Research Associate, Institute for Educational
Research, Belgrade, Serbia

ORGANIZATIONAL BOARD

Chairwoman of the Organizational Board

Marija Trajkovié¢, MA, Research Assistant, Institute for Educational Research,
Belgrade, Serbia

Members

e Ana Drobac, MA, Research Trainee, Institute for Educational Research,
Belgrade, Serbia

* Branka Radovanovi¢, MA, Teaching Assistant, Faculty of Philosophy,
University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia

* Jovana Katié¢, MA, Research Trainee, Institute of Pedagogy and Andragogy
Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia



* Dragana Gagié, MA, Research Trainee, Institute of Pedagogy and Andragogy
Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia

* Aleksandra Miljkovié, Volunteer, Institute for Educational Research,
Belgrade, Serbia

ORGANIZERS

The Institute for Educational Research (Belgrade, Serbia) in cooperation with the
Institute of Pedagogy and Andragogy at the Faculty of Philosophy, University of
Belgrade (Belgrade, Serbia), the Faculty of Education, University of Primorska (Koper,
Slovenia), and the Faculty of Philology, Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia,
RUDN University (Moscow, the Russian Federation).

Note. This book was funded by the Ministry of Science, Technological
Development, and Innovation of the Republic of Serbia (Contract No. 451-03-47/2023-
01/ 200018).

CIP - Karasorusanuja y mybankanuju
Hapoana 6ubanorexa Cp6uje, Beorpap

37.014.1(082)
37.091(082)
371.13(082)
37.091.33(082)

INTERNATIONAL Scientific Conference “Educational Research and School Practice” (29 5 2023 ; Beograd)
Towards a more equitable education: from research to change : book of proceedings / 29th International Scientific

Conference “Educational Research and School Practice”, December 1st, 2023. ; editors Mladen Radulovi¢,

Marija Trajkovi¢. - Belgrade : Institute for Educational Research, 2023 ([Beograd] : Ku¢a $tampe). - 199 str. : tabele ; 24 cm

Tiraz 100. - Napomene i bibliografske reference uz tekst. - Bibliografija uz svaki rad. - Registar.
ISBN 978-86-7447-165-4

a) [Npaso na o6pasosame -- 36opuunu 6) [llkoactso -- Pe¢opma -- 36opuunn B) Hacrapuuuu -- Crpyuno ycaspumasabe -
- 36opuunu r) Hacrasa -- Mnosanuje -- 36opunuu o) Mukaysusno o6pasosame -- 360pHuLHI

COBISS.SR-ID 130997001



10

16

23

30

36

44

50

CONTENT

PLENARY

Mitja Sardo’

MERITOCRATIC RATIONALITY AND EDUCATION:
TENSIONS, PROBLEMS, & CHALLENGES

Miladen Radulovi¢

SOCIAL-STATUS-RELATED INEQUALITIES AS A TOPIC
IN CONTEMPORARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH

Rajka Devié, Dusica Malinié and Milja Vujadi¢
TEACHERS’ PERSPECTIVES ON CHALLENGES IN INCLUSIVE
EDUCATION — A RESEARCH OVERVIEW

Vera Spasenovié

EDUCATIONAL PRIVATIZATION: RISKS FOR EQUITY

SOCIAL INEQUALITIES AND EDUCATION

Jovan Mihojevié, Natasa Simié and Danijela Petrovié

THE ROLES OF GENDER AND SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS IN
SECONDARY SCHOOL ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND WELL-BEING

Milos Jankovié

LIMITATIONS OF CONTEMPORARY SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION
RESEARCH

Aleksandra Ili¢ Rajkovic and Ivana Jeremic
ASSESSING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES: FROM THE FIRST
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS IN SERBIA



55

62

68

74

82

87

93

929

Milica Marusic Jablanovié, Jelena Stanisié, Dragana Gundogan, Sanja Blagdanié,
Zorica Veinovié, Dragana Dordevié, Vera Zupanec and Sladana Savi¢

THE IMPORTANCE OF SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS FOR
THE DEVELOPMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY

Jure Novak and Nina Pertoci

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FOURTH-GRADERS” AGE AND
ACHIEVEMENT ON THE IEA’S PIRLS 2016 READING TEST IN SLOVENIA

Zoe Karanikola and Rania Vasiliadou

ADULT EAST EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS IN GREECE: THE RIGHT TO A
MORE HOLISTIC INTEGRATION

Olga Borisovna Mikbailova and Elizaveta Sergeevna Farennikova

CHARACTERISTICS OF VALUES AND ATTITUDE TO MONEY AMONG
RUSSIAN AND CHINESE STUDENTS

ACTORS IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS AS CREATORS
OF A MORE EQUITABLE EDUCATION

Lidija Radulovié and Luka Nikoli¢

JUSTICE IN EDUCATION AND SOCIAL JUSTICE —
PERSPECTIVES ON TEACHER EDUCATION

Tomaz Vec
THE AUTHORITY OF THE TEACHER — ARE TEACHERS IN MODERN
SOCIETY LOSING THEIR AUTHORITY IN THE CLASSROOM?

Nina Jovanovié

TEACHERS’ ROLE IN SOCIAL JUSTICE:
IMPROVING THE LIVES OF ROMA STUDENTS

Nikola Koruga and Tamara Nikoli¢

INTERGENERATIONAL COMMUNITIES:
ADVANCING EDUCATIONAL EQUITY THROUGH
COMMUNITY LEARNING



104

110

118

124

128

136

142

147

Bojan Ljujié, Jovan Miljkovi¢ and Vukasin Grozdi¢
CHATGPT AND ACADEMIC WRITING IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Andrea Gasic¢

PEDAGOGY STUDENTS AS AGENTS OF CHANGE: INITIAL EDUCATION
AS SUPPORT IN ACTION AND FOR ACTION

CLASSROOM AND SCHOOL STRATEGIES FOR PROMOTING EQUITY

Nada Seva and Ivana Derié

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT LEARNING STORIES: TIMSS ASSESSMENT
ITEMS AS A PROMPT FOR PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Radovan Antonijevié, Natasa Nikoli¢ and Ivana Mrvos

EQUITY IN THE EDUCATION OF GIFTED STUDENTS

Marina Kovacevié Lepojevié, Marija Trajkovic,
Branislava Popovié-Citic and Lidija Bukvié
THROUGH AN ATMOSPHERE OF FAIRNESS TO SAFER SCHOOLS

Jelena Medar Zlatkovié and Natasa Lali¢ Vuceti¢
COOPERATIVE LEARNING AND PROMOTING EQUITY IN EDUCATION

Marija Tomié

INDIVIDUALIZED TEACHING AS THE BASIS OF FAIR EDUCATION
THROUGH TEACHING AT DIFFERENT LEVELS OF COMPLEXITY

Marina Rushina, Marina Volk, Alexandra Dostatnyaya and Tamara Jafarova

TRAINING ACTIVITIES TO REDUCE AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR IN
STUDENTS AS AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AT A DEVELOPING
UNIVERSITY



CHALLENGES OF INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

154 Zorica Salji¢ and Mirjana Senic Ruzic
POSSIBILITIES AND CHALLENGES OF USING DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY IN
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

159 Marija Ratkovié, Jelena Medar Zlatkovic and Jelena Stanisi¢

THE APPLICATION OF SOCIOMETRIC TECHNIQUES IN RESEARCH ON
PEER RELATIONS IN INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

165  Maja Brust Nemet and Mia Basié Bucanovié

THE ROLE OF THE TEACHING ASSISTANT IN THE INCLUSIVE SCHOOL
CULTURE

171 Akos Bocskor, Ales Kudrndé and Radka Hanzlovd

THE ROLE OF EMPATHY IN SUPPORT FOR INCLUSIVE EDUCATION IN
THE CZECH REPUBLIC

DEFINING EQUITABLE EDUCATION POLICIES

182  Ewmina Borjanic Boli¢, Ivana Milosavljevi¢ Dukic and Veselin Medenica

THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS OF CHILDREN IN ALTERNATIVE CARE:
TOWARDS A TRAUMA-SENSITIVE SCHOOL

188 Jovan Miljkovié, Vukasin Grozdic¢ and Bojan Ljuji¢
THE CURRENT STATE AND PERSPECTIVES OF THE FUNCTIONAL
BASIC EDUCATION OF ADULTS IN SERBIA

195 Lucija Tomac, Anita Zovko and Jadranka Herceg

THE VOUCHER SYSTEM — AN ATTEMPT TO INCREASE ENROLMENT
IN ADULT EDUCATION AND STRENGTHEN SKILLS IN
THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA



SOCIAL-STATUS-RELATED INEQUALITIES AS
A TOPIC IN CONTEMPORARY EDUCATIONAL
RESEARCH'

Mladen Radulovié?
Institute for Educational Research, Belgrade, Serbia

Introduction

Throughout the history of sociology of education, the debate on educational inequalities
and their effects on social reproduction has dominated scholars™ attention (Gevric &
Krib, 2012). Constructs such as social class, social status, socioeconomic status (often
reduced to only 3 letters — SES), and cultural, social, or economic capital are at the core
of what we know as sociology of education. These concepts emphasize different aspects
of social status (such as cultural or economic capital) and reflect the perception of social
status as more of a structural (class) or individual characteristic (SES). However, they all
essentially deal with relations between educational practices and some aspects of social
status, understood in this paper as “a hierarchical position in a vertical social order, an

overall social rank, standing, and social worth” (Pakulski, 2006, p. 585).

Research Questions and Methodology

In this paper, I intend to analyze: 1. the representation of papers on social-status-related
inequalities in education in contemporary mainstream sociology and pedagogy, and
2. the extent to which these papers can provide clear implications for the reduction of

social-status-related inequalities.

1 Note. This research was funded by the Ministry of Science, Technological Development and Innovation of the
Republic of Serbia (Contract No. 451-03-47/2023-01/ 200018).

2 mladjaradulovic89@gmail.com
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For the past several decades, the debate on class (i.e., the usefulness of this
concept) has been highly prominent in sociology (Antoni¢, 2008; Cveji¢, 2002).
Hence, I wanted to assess the representation of papers dealing with social-status-related
inequalities. The second research question was born out of researching papers dealing
with cultural capital (Radulovi¢, 2023). Namely, it would appear that numerous papers
have confirmed the effects of cultural capital on different educational practices, but
even though the importance of cultural capital for these practices has become evident,
very few papers have attempted to test different ways of reducing cultural-capital-related
educational inequalities. From a Bourdieusian standpoint, it is quite clear that drastic
changes in the educational sphere hinge on commensurate changes in the entire society.
Hence, it is surprising that almost no papers have had clear implications regarding the
potential of specific educational policies or teaching practices to mitigate the effects of
cultural capital. I wanted to test if similar was true for educational studies dealing with
different aspects of social status and if papers written by pedagogists or education policy

specialists might have offered more “solutions” than the ones written by sociologists.

To answer these questions, I conducted a content analysis of papers published in
the most influential international and domestic journals during the current decade, i.e.,
over the past two and a halfyears (from January 2021 to June 2023). I analyzed a total of
303 papers published in the American Sociological Review, the Review of Educational
Research, Sociology of Education, the Sociologija journal, and Journal of the Institute
for Educational Research (see Appendix). In the first step, I examined each paper’s title
and abstract to determine if it dealt with education. If not, the paper was excluded from
further analysis (this step was omitted for papers published in journals that exclusively
focus on educational topics). I also excluded papers that included students in their
samples or used education levels as independent variables, but focused on topics outside
the domain of sociology of education. In the second step, I determined whether social-
status-related concepts were central to the research design. Finally, for papers that dealt
with education and used social-status-related concepts, I determined each author’s field
of expertise (sociologists, pedagogists, psychologists...), the kind of methodology used,
and arguably most subjective, the extent to which the analyzed research could aid the
formulation of education policies or practices that could mitigate inequalities. When
assessing a paper’s potential contribution to the mitigation of inequalities, the focus

was not on determining whether education policies or practices were mentioned in the
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paper’s discussion, but on analyzing the extent to which the research design and answers
to the proposed research questions had clear implications for educational policies and

practices.

Results and Conclusions

Representation of Papers Analyzing Status-Related Inequalities

Regarding the first research question, 21 out of 303 analyzed papers dealt with social-

status-related inequalities in education to an appreciable extent.

When it comes to sociological journals, in the international journal (American
Sociological Review), more than 10% of papers dealt with education (12 out of 95), with
four of them focusing on social-status-related inequalities. Conversely, in the domestic
sociological journal (Sociologija), sociology of education was less represented (one paper
out of 71) and there were no papers dealing with social-status-related inequalities. In
the international pedagogical journal (Review of Educational Research), five papers
(out of 61) dealt with social-status-related inequalities to some extent, though only
two of them exclusively focused on social status, while the remaining three analyzed
social-status-related inequalities along with other inequalities (e.g., gender inequalities
or inequalities concerning disabilities and race — Kim et al., 2021). Similarly, in the
domestic pedagogical journal (Journal of the Institute for Educational Research), there
was only one paper (out of 33) that dealt with social-status-related inequalities to some
extent, i.e., that mentioned class-based inequalities along with inequalities related to
gender, race, and ethnicity (Piki¢ Jugovi¢ et al., 2023). Expectedly, papers dealing with
social-status-related inequalities were most represented in Sociology of Education (11
out of 41 papers), though many of them (five papers) analyzed social status alongside

race.

Generally, the results suggest that papers dealing with social-status-related
inequalities in education are still well-represented in mainstream journals. Nonetheless,
such papers seem to be more represented in sociological and international journals
than in pedagogical and domestic journals. The lower representation of this topic in

domestic journals does not necessarily indicate the rejection of this topic (which was
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apparent in the Yugoslav sociological scene after the 1950s — Mili¢, 1959), but may
merely reflect the current underdevelopment of domestic sociology of education. The
analyzed papers dealing with social-status-related inequalities most frequently used
the concept of social class (11 papers using social class), though a significant number
of papers relied on concepts reflecting the understanding of social status as more of
an individual characteristic, such as SES (6 papers). Finally, it should be noted that
there were numerous papers dealing with educational inequalities that featured
no mention of social-status-related inequalities. While four papers in the American
Sociological Review dealt with social-status-related inequalities, there were another
four papers that dealt with different inequalities, mostly based on race, but also gender
and sexual orientation. Similarly, in Sociology of Education, nine papers dealt with
inequalities based on race. Since five out of 11 papers that dealt with social-position-
related inequalities also focused on race-based inequalities, it could be claimed that in
this journal, race is a more dominant topic than social status. Bearing in mind that
social-status-related inequalities such as income inequalities (United Nations, 2020,
p. 3) are on the rise in contemporary societies, it is possible that the representation of
race-oriented research is not a consequence of the rise of these inequalities, but of the
dominant ideology shifting the focus away from the polarities created by the ways of

functioning of contemporary capitalism.

From Research to Change

Out of 21 selected papers, many did not even seem to intend to offer knowledge that

might be useful for reducing social-status-related inequalities in education.

While having in mind the inherent subjectivity, it is my assessment that 10 papers
could not offer useful inputs for educational policies or practices. For instance, these
papers analyzed the temporal dynamics of economic and racial inequalities (Conwell,
2021) or compared the impacts of racial and cultural-capital-related inequalities
(Planson, 2023). This limited their usefulness for effecting educational change to
the understanding of the scope of inequalities. Among papers with potentially useful
implications for creating a more equitable education, the vast majority (nine out of 11)
had implications for educational policies. For example, these papers tested the effects of

vouchers (Cheng & Peterson, 2021), charter schools (Haber, 2021), or student tracking
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(Terrin & Triventi, 2023) on the equity of the education system. Only two papers
might have provided some implications for teaching practices and these papers tested
how social class shaped students’ peer interactions (Johnson, 2022) and analyzed how

students were taught about their social position in different schools (Harvey, 2023).

A lack of papers with clear implications for educational policies and educational
practices in particular might be partially explained by the dominance of sociologists
(13 papers) and education policy experts (four papers) as authors of these papers
and the consequently small number of papers written by pedagogists (one paper) or
interdisciplinary teams combining the skills of sociologists and pedagogists (one paper).
Excluding meta studies (five papers), quantitative studies dominated the sample (11 out
of 17), with only three qualitative studies and two mixed-method studies. In spite of
the scarcity of qualitative studies, it should be emphasized that both papers with clear

implications for educational practices relied on qualitative research.

Finally, it can be concluded that despite the debate on class, social-status-related
inequalities still constitute a prominent topic in educational research. Nonetheless, some
other concepts dealing with educational inequalities seem to be (unwarrantedly) even
more represented. Even though papers dealing with social status are well-represented
in mainstream journals, it seems that authors tend to dwell on the scope of inequalities
instead of analyzing education policies and practices that could mitigate them. Hence,
it would be beneficial if future studies explored the potential of different educational
practices to reduce social-status-related inequalities. Furthermore, it would seem
prudent and necessary for such endeavors to involve the work of interdisciplinary teams

and avoid exclusive reliance on quantitative methodology.

Keywords: social status, educational inequalities, educational research
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Appendix

Table 1. Impact Factors of Selected Journals

Type Title IF and Category
IF 12.444, the second highest among journals
American Sociological categorized as “Sociology” — journal with the
Review highest IF is Annals of Tourism Research and it

was not analyzed due to its specific topic

International
IF 13.551, the high j |
Journals Review of Educational 5 5.5 e « ighest Among jourha’s
Research categorized as “Education & Educational
Research”
Sociology of Education IF 4:619, t-he hig.hest among jouljnals explicitly
dealing with sociology of education
. . IF 0.3, The only domestic sociological journal
Sociologija .
Domestic with a calculated TF
Journals Journal of the Institute for IF 0.3, The only domestic pedagogical journal
Educational Research with a calculated IF

22



BOOK OF PROCEEDINGS

The 29th International Scientific Conference
“Educational Research and School Practice

TOWARDS A MORE EQUITABLE EDUCATION:
FROM RESEARCH TO CHANGE

Publisher
Institute for Educational Research

For the publisher
Nikoleta GUTVAJN

Editors
Mladen RADULOVIC

Marija TRAJKOVIC

Proofreader

Aleksandra ILIC

Copy Editor
Marija TRAJKOVIC

Print run
100

Cover design / Graphic processing
Branko CVETIC

Printed by
Ku¢a Stampe plus

stampanje.com
https://www.ipisr.org.rs/images/pdf/towards-a-more-equitable-education.pdf
ISBN 978-86-7447-165-4

© Copyright by Institute for Educational Research First edition, Belgrade 2023
Publication under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0

International (CC BY-NC-ND)



